STUDENTS DISCUSSIONS


[bookmark: _GoBack]1) CASSANDRA I always thought I knew there was all to know about white collar crimes, but from reading this book and look at the different perspectives from my classmate I’ve learned a lot more in 7 weeks than I have my whole life on this subject. Since there’s not a reading assigned today, I thought I would share something that although may not be a crime, but it does highlight the disproportionate of power between the haves and have nots. Currently we are in election season, and I don’t care to know who anyone is voting because that is there right as Americans; but, I came across a story about South Carolina senator Lindsey graham, he is currently running for re-election and he made a statement this week and basically stated that only black and Latinos who are conservative are welcomed in South Carolina, and it’s really troubling me. I think about the laws that will be implemented and/or ignore to punish communities that doesn’t share the same values as him and it pains me to think that in this day and age this is still a thing. Although, this may not be a crime right now, I truly believe their decisions that were made under his nose and he didn’t think twice about it because it didn’t affect his base. This will be something that will have generational impact on those who are already impoverished and can’t withstand another blow like this.
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2)VIRGINIA After reading this week novel, in relates to the real world in many ways and it's very eye opening. We see these things happen in real life all the time and we don’t notice it. Over all this course has taught me a lot and I want to point out a couple different things that I see happening now in life that relates to the novel, things that will happen in the future and even a little bit about the course itself. I first of all want to mention how much I’ve learned, white-collar crimes are in my opinion one of the most dangerous crimes that happen and the reasons on that is because the people that commit these crimes are the most powerful meaning that they become the crimes that will make the most damage overall. White-collar crimes are crimes that are over seen, again because people with power will cover up for themselves before covering up for someone that has committed street crimes. This novel that was assigned for this last discussion and assignment was a very interesting novel to read, it gave me a lot of knowledge about how people work specially in big companies such as the one that was mentioned in this novel. In this novel we see things that are pointed out starting off with when the CEO of the company started explaining to the workers the new finding and all the workers being so hyped and excited about since it was very cool, but when we sit down and think for ourselves, in reality what this new “finding” did was look at what people do on their daily lives and daily activities. People should not have to walk around In their own neighborhood worried about being watched because of this new finding. What we don’t see is that this happens right now to us in our every day lives, that is how I related this novel to the present that we live in. Like I mentioned in my previous assignment and discussion, we use technology that helps the state/government monitor us every single day. We use our phones to do mostly everything such as control our A/C, go into our bank accounts, even open our doors or check if there is any movement outside of our houses while nobody is home. This is the real life that we live in now and I was able to relate that to this novel that we read. And in regard to this novel and it relating to the future and how it will affect it, its huge. If we keep letting them monitor us its just going to get worst since we are making it seem like it’s a normal thing when its not. Privacy is something that we all need to have and as humans we have the right to, this novel I feel like its showing us our future in a way. Its just a peek to wat we will be living in not too far from today, opening our eyes and doing something about it now will be beneficial for us later.

3) MACY  To me, the assigned novel served the purpose of showing us what can happen if we let technology get out of control.  In the novel the company The Circle did a really good job of convincing (almost) all of its employees that everything they were doing was so wonderful. The wording and enthusiasm of the employees were a result of blindly following a leader. I thought it was so important that they showed that the heads of the company were taking no part of this fully transparent lifestyle, nor did they plan to. Once they made the shift from "optional" to "mandatory" I got a little nervous. 
One argument made in this book was that people act better when they are being watch. This goes hand in hand with the panopticon theory. I agree with this statement however this theory was used to apply to prison systems. The idea here was that there be a 360 degree watch tower placed in the court yard of a prison, making sure prisoners could not see in. The idea is that even if there are no guards present, the prisoners will believe they are being surveilled and not act out. In cases of prisoners, 24 hour surveillance and transparency may be an option, however, in everyday life this strips freedom and privacy.
Another message I got from this movie is that we are willingly and blindly compliant in similar situations everyday. We allow our phones to save all our information even facial recognition, we share out location constantly, we post minute to minute updates on social media and even allow our phones to track our activity in order to provide us with tailored ads. In crimes of the powerful Rothe says “ We take part in our own oppression, supporting the system that perpetuates crimes of the powerful, the neoliberal capitalistic agenda, the state, the corporations, the elite in general.”  and I think this novel was a great example of an extreme version of our society (Rothe, 2016, pg.233).


4) SAVANI After Reading the novel this week, to me it really caught my attention and was interesting to see how the relevance in today's society related to the novel. This book helped to show us all the wrongs that can happen with technology, when the wrong people end up with access to it. The book relates to society because people are always surfing the web or on their phones, and on social media either posting personal information. The book basically was showing relations to how effect your life and even cause damages that cannot be redone. Like in the book it tells how one of her friends drove off a bridge from cameras distracting him, and that is almost the same like when people are texting and driving there not focused and can cause car accidents, and kill themselves or another person. The book the circle is what we do now except we do it willingly and not forced to not knowing that this is just a way for the government to keep watch of us or thieves to commit identity fraud. This book also showed me that anybody is able to find and track you down, just from all the personal information you are putting out there for the world to see. In the book it was wrong for the company to force her into posting personal things about herself because that is risky people's safety. And with the generation we're in people cannot live without some type of technology whether it be there phones, computers, or television. This is causing a lot of problems and is only going to get worse as we go on in life.

5) HUNTER - For this weeks reading I chose to read the novel "The Feed". The novel really brought up some interesting topics and made me reflect about the decisions we make everyday in our lives. The novel was set sometime in the future, where everyone had what was referred to as the "the feed" stuck in their heads. The feed was a sort of program that allowed people to have the internet, social media, text messaging, and a personalized image of themselves all in their mind. This was a very interesting idea that brought up the question of whether we are spending enough time in the "real world." The protagonists of the story were resistant to using the feed, even though one of them felt the desire to. This presented us with two sides in the modern world, the ones who want to continue to use technology to advance the world, and others that are skeptical to it's advancements at a accelerated pace. In the novel, the chips that were in people's heads started to become hacked, leaving them to be controlled by the hackers who then started to kill people. This created an apocalyptic scenario in which people became fearful of everything. This ties in very well to the modern idea of state crime and all the security measures they take on us. The last chapter in the text warns of the continued use of technology, as it gives the state more opportunity to monitor individuals. Obviously the idea the novel presents here is very far-fetched, but it does make us think about how we use technology and whether we are too dependent on it. The next part of the novel takes us to a post-apocalyptic era where the protagonists live in a small rural community with a few other people. They struggle to survive because they do not possess the skills they need to build back up. This is another concerning topic that the book brings up, as the more dependent we become on the technology the state provides, the more vulnerable we are to losing sight of individuality and growth. When presented with a real issue, the characters struggle to live, because they have been living in a fantasy for a majority of their lives. To reiterate, the novel makes us self-reflect on our usage of technology and how vulnerable we might be to it's usage causing us to lose a perspective of reality. 
6) KEVIN - I will admit, prior to this semester I have read the book The Feed once before. It was a choice during an assigned reading years ago during my senior year of high school, this time I had a bit of a better understanding of it. The impact it had on me now was much more significant not only because I was able to comprehend it much better but because of how our world has changed in that time as well. The basic premise of The Feed is the the journey through a dystopian future where individuals are connected to the 'feednet' through a feed device installed from birth. The connection to the feednet provides people with constant stimulation and builds a profile outlining users connected to it, detailing and refining their tastes to better advertise to them. The novel has very heavy extreme consumerist things, with advertisements constantly being streamed to the protagonist and everyone around him. These advertisements are so extreme and pop-up in widely inappropriate times; including during Violet's final moments before she dies where the words 'everything must go' indicating a  blow-out sale. 
This novel had a much larger impact on me now considering how it relates so much to the current state of advertisements. Between corporations like Google and Facebook always being in the spotlight for their aggressive data-mining and  advertisement practices. While using these sites and their related sites there is an abundance of advertisements, advertisements that are conveniently  catered to the users tastes and previous internet activity. Not only is this eerily similar to how it was described in the novel (which was released just after the turn of the century) but shows that sometimes truth is indeed stranger than fiction. While our reality may not have installed devices that upload a constant stream of information, the cellphones we carry in our pockets play a similar role. Technology addiction and the need for instant gratification is not only something we see in The Feed but in real life as well. 
Reading this novel again in conjunction with the information from this class, it reinforces the need for greater regulation on corporations and businesses. While we may not be in the reality the novel takes places in, there is no denying that our reality is turning in a very similar direction. Crimes of the powerful are treated much differently than other crimes, as we've learned, this must change in order for justice to be brought forward. No matter how far down the road we go towards the world of The Feed, it is something we can always turn to away from. 
 
Anderson, M. T. (2002). Feed. Cambridge, MA :Candlewick Press,



